
    

  

 

 

NEEDS ANALYSIS FOR A CHILD-FRIENDLY STREET 

 

This report is on the results of a needs analysis study conducted for the Erasmus + KA203 

Strategic Partnership project number TR01-KA203-058784 coordinated by Sakarya 

University and titled as  “Outdoor-Oriented Practices in Early Childhood Education”. This 

analysis includes ‘design, data collection, data analysis, and report’ steps.   

Research Design 

The main aim of the study is to determine the characteristics of a street that can be used by 

children safely with the views of parents and children. In this study, a phenomenological 

design of qualitative research methods was used. Phenomenology is a research design that 

aims to emphasize the perceptions and experiences of individuals from their own perspective 

(Lester, 1999).  It is used to investigate events, experiences, perceptions, orientations, 

concepts, and situations in the world where we are aware of but do not have an in-depth and 

detailed understanding (Yıldırım and Şimşek, 2013). Data were obtained from parents by 

means of open-ended questions and interviews from children. The data were analyzed by 

using descriptive and content analysis. 

Participants 

The participants of the study consisted of 64 parents whose children were enrolled in 

Yenimahalle Kindergarten in the 2018-2019 educational year and of 24 children whose ages 

varied between 60 and 71 months. 

 

Demographic information of parents and children is shown in the tables below. 

Table 1. Data on Parents' Gender 

Gender f % 

Male 52 81.3 
Female 12        18.7 
Total 64 100 

 

Table 2. Data on the Gender of Children 

Gender f % 

Male 10 41.6 
Female 14 58.4 
Total 24 100 

 



    

  

 

 

Table 3. Data on the Age Range of Parents 

Age Range f % 

25-30 20 31 
31-35 22 34 
36-40 15 24 
41 and above 7 11 
Total 64 100 

 

Table 4. Data on Parents' Professions 

Professions f % 

Housewife 34 53 
Officer 20 31 
Worker 5 8 
Other 4 6 
Unemployed 1 2 
Total 64 100 

 

Data Collection 

The data collection process was carried out in two stages: data collected from parents and data 

collected from children. Two open-ended questions were asked in the data collection process for 

parents: How should a safe street be? What should be on a safe street? In the process of collecting 

data from children, 2 questions were asked in order to reveal the street perceptions of children:  What's 

on the street? What can be done on the street? The children were asked to draw their answers and 

explain those drawings.  

Data Analysis 

Since the study was designed as qualitative research and the data collection tool consisted of open-

ended questions, descriptive analysis and content analysis were performed to evaluate the data 

obtained. The main purpose of the descriptive analysis is to present the findings obtained to the reader 

in a summarized and interpreted form. On the other hand, content analysis aims to organize logical 

concepts through themes in order to obtain more detailed results (Yıldırım ve Şimşek, 2013). 

Findings 

Findings on data gathered from parents and children are handled separately. Parents' responses to 

open-ended questions are shown in Table 5, Table 6, and Table 7. The answers of the children to the 

questions are shown in Table 8, Table 9 and Figure 1. 

 



    

  

Table 5. Parents’ suggestions on things to be in a street where children can play safely 

Codes f 

Security camera 29 
Safe Playgrounds 27 
Pedestrian zone/area 19 
Security guard 13 
Controlling traffic (signs, bumps, etc.) 7 
Soft Surface 1 
Total 96 

 

Table 6. Parents’ perceptions of things to be in a street where children can play safely in terms of 

their development 

Codes f 

Landscaping (lighting, green area, different floor surfaces such as sand, soil, stones, nicely 
organized, safe and large area, play areas etc.)  

27 

A variety of tools facilitating children’s physical development (climbing wall, skating, 
jumping, ramp) 

21 

A variety of tools facilitating educational development 16 

Total 64 

 

Table 7. Parents’ perceptions of how a safe street where children can play safely should be 

organized 

Codes f 

Organization of play areas in appropriate places of the street 44 

Providing areas to use the street for art purposes  20 

Providing areas to use the street for educational purposes 16 

Providing areas to use the street to support natural life      10 

Providing areas to use the street for physical and sports activities 12                                                                                     

Total 102 

 

Table 8: Children’s responses to the question: “What is on the street?” 

What is on the street?                                              f 
Animals like cats, dogs, birds etc. 11 

Houses 8 

Electric pole, lamp 7 

Trees, grass, flowers 7 

Car 6 

Park 5 

Children 3 

Stores 2 

Trash Bins 2 

Signboard, banner 2 

Football Pitch 2 

Statue of Atatürk 1 

Bower 1 

Toplam 57 

 



    

  

 

Tablo 9.Children’s responses to the question: “What can be done on the street?” 

What can be done on the street? f 

Play games 14 

Ride a bike or scooter 7 

Go to the park 3 

Shop 3 

Go on a picnic 2 

Walk 2 

Total 31 

 

The following concept map was prepared in line with the children's responses to the open-

ended questions and their drawings. 

 

Figure 1: Concept Map organized in line with children’s responses  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

  

 

RESULTS 

In this study, the following findings have been gathered as a result of the data collected from 

parents and children: 

● A street is a public road close to children’s houses where they interact with the outer 

world.  

● For a child, a street is a place where s/he can not only play games but also do sports 

activities.  

● The street should be equipped with all security facilities that allow children to play 

freely. 

● A street is an unlimited learning area where children can observe the world they live, 

learn environment, nature, sun, wind, rain, climates, and experience interesting events.   

● Street and the components of the street like building entrances, walls or stairs are the 

environments where the local children find the opportunity to develop socially and 

emotionally under the supervision of their parents and also the places where they meet and 

chat with their peers or perform cooperative actions like greeting each other, having a rest 

together. 

● The quality of the street is determined by regulations, which are also called urban 

fitting, such as protection, transportation, lighting, play, sports and landscaping. This is very 

important for children and parents. 

● The street should be organized in accordance with the common use of living things 

including animals, plants, people, and vehicles.   

● The street should have different colors and floor specifications (e.g. water, sand, 

asphalt, soil, grass) that will enable children to move freely and produce. 
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